The future of cardiac surgery.
Cardiac surgery in the future will probably be different than it is today. It is unlikely that the general changes that have occurred in the demands on cardiac surgeons and cardiologists and their responses to them will be reversed. Therefore, it is likely that the role of the primary care physician in decision-making will increase. However, constantly upgraded, properly analyzed, and properly displayed information about the decreasing risks and increasing benefits of cardiac operations needs to be made available to the primary care physician.